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COMMERCIAL 
MOTOR 
VEHICLE 
SAFETY ACT 
(CMVSA) OF 
1986

• Established minimum requirements 
for CDLs for all States.

• Made it illegal to possess more than 
one driver’s license.

• Established qualifications to obtain 
and retain a CDL.

• Knowledge and Skills Testing

• Disqualification Requirements

• Employer Notification Standards
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One Driver, One License, One Record!
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COMMERCIAL DRIVER’S 
LICENSE INFORMATION 

SYSTEM (CDLIS) 

• CDLIS communication method for 

state driver licensing agencies to 

ensure each commercial driver only 

has one DL and one record!

• Transmitting convictions and 

withdrawals.

• Transferring the driver record when a 

CDL holder moves to another state.
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WHO NEEDS A 
COMMERCIAL DRIVER’S LICENSE?

In California, you must have a CDL to Operate:

• A single vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) 
of 26,001 pounds or more.

• A combination of vehicles with a gross combination 
weight rating of 26,001 or more pounds, provided the 
vehicle being towed has a GVWR in excess of 10,000 
pounds.

• A vehicle designed, used, or maintained for carrying more 
than 10 passengers (including driver)

• A 3-axle vehicle weighing more than 6,000 pounds.
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WHO NEEDS A 
COMMERCIAL DRIVER’S LICENSE?

Must have a CDL when:

• Towing a vehicle or trailer with a GVWR of 10,001 pounds 
or more.

• Transporting hazardous materials (HazMat) in an amount 
requiring placards.

• Towing any combination consisting of vehicle and trailer 
or vehicle and two trailers (doubles).
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OBTAINING A COMMERCIAL DRIVER’S LICENSE 

• Commercial Learner’s Permit (CLP) -14-Day Waiting 
Period

• CDL Application

• 10-Year Driving History

• Medical Examination Report

• Provide your Social Security Number

• Provide Acceptable Identity and Residency 
Documents
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COMMERCIAL DRIVER’S LICENSE 
• Application Fee

• Vision Exam 
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CDL CLASSIFICATIONS

Three (3) classes of CDLs:

• Commercial A 

• Commercial B

• Commercial C

• Hazardous Materials (HazMat)

• Passenger Vehicle (PV)

• Tank Vehicle (TV)
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ENDORSEMENTS

CLP Endorsements - Only 3 
endorsements are allowed 
on the CLP

• P - Passenger

• S - School Bus

• N - Tank Endorsement
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• T - Double/Triple Trailers 

• P - Passenger

• N - Tank

• H - Hazardous materials

• X – Combination of tank 
vehicle and hazardous 
materials endorsements

• S - School Bus



COMMERCIAL OPERATION 
SELF-CERTIFICATION

FEDERAL 

MOTOR 

CARRIER SAFETY 

REGULATION 

(§383.71)
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KNOWLEDGE TESTING
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KNOWLEDGE TESTING
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THREE (3) ATTEMPTS TO PASS EACH REQUIRED KNOWLEDGE TEST



KNOWLEDGE TESTING

1. General Knowledge

2. Combinations

3. Air Brakes

4. Doubles/Triples

5. Tank 

6. Hazmat

7. Passenger

8. Fire Fighter

9. School Bus
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KNOWLEDGE TESTING

WITHIN 12 MONTHS REAPPLY! ISSUED A CLP!
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SKILLS TESTING
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SKILLS TESTING



SKILLS TESTING

VEHICLE INSPECTION

BASIC CONTROL SKILLS TEST

ROAD TEST
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SKILLS TESTING

RETEST FEE ISSUE CDL!
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MEDICAL STANDARDS
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MEDICAL STANDARDS

• Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Regulations 
(FMCSRs) establish the 
criteria for when a person is 
qualified to drive a 
commercial vehicle –
391.41 FMCSR

• California Standards - CVC 
§12804.9 
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MEDICAL
EXAMINATION 

REPORT
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MEDICAL EXAMINER’S CERTIFICATE
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EXEMPTIONS
• FMCSA Medical Program handles the 

exemptions.

• CDL applicants may apply for exemptions 
under the following standards:

• Diabetes

• Vision

• Hearing

• Seizure

• Approved exemptions will be sent to the 
appropriate State Driver Licensing Agency.
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NOTIFICATIONS

• Courts to State Driver Licensing Agencies

• Convictions turn into Withdrawals 

• Timely Convictions = Timely Withdrawals

• FMCSA regulations 10 day from convictions

• 2018 Study by TransAnalytics, LLC posted on 
FMCSA’s website
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CDL DISQUALIFICATIONS

• 49 CFR 383.51 – Mandates the Disqualification and 
Penalties for:
• CDL Holders and 

• Drivers that should have had a CDL based on vehicle operated 
at time of offense

• Most disqualifications will apply regardless of a driver 
operating their personal vehicle  
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CDL DISQUALIFICATIONS

MAJOR OFFENSES – AUTOMATIC DQ – 49 CFR 383.51 (b)

• Alcohol (DUI)

• Leaving the Scene of an Accident

• Commission of a Felony in a motor vehicle

PENALTY

1 YEAR TO A LIFETIME
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CDL 
DISQUALIFICATIONS

SERIOUS OFFENSES – 49 CFR 383.51(c)

• Speeding

• Reckless Driving

• Violation of Hands-Free or Texting Law

• Traffic Violations in Your Personal Vehicle 

• Violation Point Counts (Negligent Operator)

PENALTY

• 60 DAYS TO 120 DAYS
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CDL DISQUALIFICATIONS

OTHER OFFENSES

• Violation of Out-of-Service Orders 

• Railroad-Highway Grade Crossing Violations 

• Hazardous Materials Endorsement Background Check and 
Disqualifications 
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COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE GROUPS - §383.91
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COMMERCIAL CLASS A
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COMMERCIAL CLASS B
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COMMERCIAL CLASS B (SCHOOL BUS)
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COMMERCIAL 
CLASS C
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TRAFFIC SAFETY
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LARGE CMV vs. CAR
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

https://www.inbrampton.com/driver-arrested-after-being-involved-in-high-speed-collision-in-brampton
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


SEMI-
TRUCK 
vs. BUS
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BUSES
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This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://wiki.rosettacnc.com/doku.php/en/tutorials
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


ENTRY LEVEL DRIVER TRAINING
Entry Level Driver Training (ELDT) effective February 7, 2022

• CDL Applicants must complete ELDT prior to skills testing if 
they are applying for:

1. An original Class A or Class B CDL, or

2. Upgrading from a Class B to a Class A CDL

3. Adding a Passenger or School Bus Endorsement for the first time

Note: ELDT must be completed prior to knowledge testing if 
the applicant is applying to add a Hazardous Materials 
Endorsement for the first time.
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ENTRY LEVEL DRIVER TRAINING

STATE DRIVER LICENSING AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES:
• Must verify ELDT training is completed prior to administering a 

skills test. 

• Must verify ELDT training is completed prior to administering a 
hazmat endorsement knowledge test to a first-time hazmat 
applicant.

• STATE OF CALIFORNIA REGULATIONS 
• Applicant completed 15.0 Behind-The-Wheel Hours
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ENTRY LEVEL DRIVER TRAINING
FMCSA RESPONSIBILITIES

• Develop and Maintain Training Provider Registry (TPR)

• TPR will retain training providers and CDL applicants 
training completion
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• Commercial Drivers spend more time on the road

• CMV Traffic Collisions lead to more fatalities

• One Driver, One License and One Record

• Timely Convictions = Timely Disqualifications

• Preserve Traffic Safety  
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QUESTIONS
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