
FMCSA COMBATS HUMAN TRAFFICKING
Presented by Isabella Marra, Transportation Specialist 



AGENDA

• Federal Government Action
• Combating Human Trafficking in Commercial Vehicles Act (Public Law No: 

115-99)
• No Human Trafficking On Our Roads Act (Public Law No: 115-106)
• Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (Public Law No: 117-58)

• USDOT Initiative
• Transportation Leaders Against Human Trafficking (TLAHT)

• FMCSA Combating Human Trafficking
• Regulatory Action 
• Grant Opportunities

https://www.congress.gov/115/plaws/publ99/PLAW-115publ99.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/115/plaws/publ106/PLAW-115publ106.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/117/plaws/publ58/PLAW-117publ58.pdf


• (A) sex trafficking in which a commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or 
coercion, or in which the person induced to perform such act has not attained 
18 years of age; or

• (B) the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a 
person for labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the 
purpose of subjection to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or 
slavery.

According to the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, a severe form of tracking in persons is defined as:

WHAT IS HUMAN TRAFFICKING?

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/PLAW-106publ386/pdf/PLAW-106publ386.pdf


Combating Human 
Trafficking in 
Commercial Vehicles 
Act
Public Law No: 115-99, published by 
congress on January 3, 2018, allowed 
FMCSA to coordinate human trafficking 
prevention with others modes of DOT, to 
expand its outreach and education 
efforts, and to expand the CDL financial 
assistance.  

https://www.congress.gov/115/plaws/publ99/PLAW-115publ99.pdf


No Human 
Trafficking On 
Our Roads Act 
According to Public Law No: 115-106, 
published by congress on January 8, 
2018, when a CDL holder is convicted of 
human trafficking violations he/she will be 
disqualified from operating a CMV for life 
without the possibility of reinstatement.

https://www.congress.gov/115/plaws/publ106/PLAW-115publ106.pdf


Infrastructure 
Investment and 
Jobs Act
In accordance with Public Law No: 117-58, 
also known as the Bipartisan Infrastructure 
Law, published by congress on November 
15, 2021, FMCSA will be increasing 
emphasis on the prevention and detection 
of human trafficking as a priority for the 
High Priority (HP) CMV grant program. 
FMCSA is required to report to congress 
every 3 years on human trafficking 
violations involving CMVs and provide 
recommendations for countering human 
trafficking, in coordination with the U.S. 
Department of Justice. 

https://www.congress.gov/117/plaws/publ58/PLAW-117publ58.pdf


Transportation Leaders Against 
Human Trafficking (TLAHT)



TRANSPORTATION LEADERS 
AGAINST HUMAN TRAFFICKING
DOT's Transportation Leaders Against Human Trafficking (TLAHT) initiative was 
formed in 2012 for transportation and travel industry stakeholders to maximize 
the transportation industry's collective impact in combating human 
trafficking. TLAHT’s focus areas are leadership, training and education, policy 
development, public awareness, and information sharing and analysis.

TLAHT's 500+ partners take action to combat human trafficking by issuing 
leadership statements, signing pledges, developing reporting 
protocols, training over 1.3 million employees, and conducting public 
awareness campaigns.

TLAHT partners include airports and airlines, urban and rural transit agencies, 
trucking and bus companies, railways, ports, state departments of 
transportation, states, and cities.

https://www.transportation.gov/TLAHT
https://www.transportation.gov/international-policy-and-trade/against-human-trafficking/transportation-leaders-against-human
https://www.transportation.gov/TLAHT/TakeAction#Statement
https://www.transportation.gov/TLAHT/Pledge
https://www.transportation.gov/TLAHT/TakeAction#Training
https://www.transportation.gov/TLAHT/TakeAction#Awareness


Take the first step. Sign the pledge at 
www.transportation.gov/TLAHT/Pledge.

http://www.transportation.gov/TLAHT/Pledge


FMCSA’s Combating Human 
Trafficking Activities



FMCSA REGULATORY ACTION

Final Rule Published: July 23, 2019
Effective Date: September 23, 2019
Compliance Date: September 23, 2022

Find more information here.
(https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/07/23/2019-15611/lifetime-disqualification-for-human-trafficking)

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/07/23/2019-15611/lifetime-disqualification-for-human-trafficking
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/07/23/2019-15611/lifetime-disqualification-for-human-trafficking


GRANT OPPORTUNITIES

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Administration (FMCSA) offers funding for 
human trafficking awareness and training 
under two grant opportunities. 

• Commercial Driver's License Program 
Implementation (CDLPI)

• High Priority – Commercial Motor 
Vehicle (HP-CMV)

https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/grants/cdl-program-implementation-grant/commercial-driver-license-cdl-program-implementation-grant
https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/grants/mcsap-high-priority-grant/motor-carrier-safety-assistance-program-mcsap-high-priority-grant


GRANT 
OPPORTUNITIES

Commercial Driver's License 
Program Implementation (CDLPI)

The CDLPI grant program’s primary goal 
is to increase compliance with the 
Federal requirements of 49 CFR parts 
383 and 384.  State Drivers Licensing 
Agencies (SDLAs), and other entities 
capable of executing national projects 
that aid States in their compliance efforts 
and improvement of the national 
Commercial Driver's License (CDL) 
program, are eligible to apply. FMCSA is 
prioritizing applications that include 
human trafficking outreach and training 
projects.  In addition, FMCSA 
encourages SDLAs to apply for funding 
to update their IT systems to accept the 
new human trafficking lifetime 
disqualification code. 

High Priority – Commercial Motor 
Vehicle (HP-CMV)

The goal of the national HP-CMV grant 
program is to support enforcement projects 
that improve safety and compliance with 
commercial motor vehicle (CMV) 
regulations for projects that are national in 
scope, increase public awareness and 
education, demonstrate new While a stand-
alone human trafficking project is not 
eligible for the HP-CMV grant program, it 
may be included as part of an inspection 
completed to the North American Standard 
(NAS).  Grant applicants should include a 
detailed description of the proposal with 
performance metrics related to the State’s 
NAS inspection goals.  In addition, human 
trafficking awareness training for 
enforcement and safety personnel is an 
eligible expense when supported with 
sufficient justification.  



FMCSA PARTNERSHIPS 

In addition to requiring State’s disqualify a CDL holder for life when convicted of 
human trafficking violations and offering grant opportunities, FMCSA is 
committed to collaborating with public and private sector stakeholders to combat 
human trafficking. 

FMCSA has participated in human trafficking awareness coalition boards, 
advocated for information sharing between public and private sector 
stakeholders, and has been trained on how to recognize and report the signs of 
human trafficking. 

Should you be interesting in collaborating with FMCSA on possible outreach 
opportunities please contact Isabella Marra at Isabella.Marra@dot.gov. 

mailto:Isabella.Marra@dot.gov


Isabella Marra
Transportation Specialist, CDL Division

Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE | Washington, DC 20590

E: Isabella.marra@dot.gov

mailto:Isabella.marra@dot.gov
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