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SIDE 
OF TH

E VEH
ICLE

In most
 cases,

 this 
is good

 for nam
e 

and nu
mber. L

ook 
for a nu

mber 
preced

ed by t
he 

letters:
 USDO

T. 
S

H
IP

P
IN

G
 P

A
P

E
R

S
D

riv
er

 L
og

Le
as

e 
A

gr
ee

m
en

t

DON’T
 STOP

...keep 
on look

ing...
The inf

ormatio
n on th

e 
side of 

the truc
k may n

ot 
be the 

U.S. DO
T numb

er, 
name, o

r addre
ss of th

e 
respon

sible m
otor ca

rrier.�
DRIVE

R INTE
RVIEW

1. Is the
 vehicle

 leased
 or rent

ed?
2. Who

 is the m
otor ca

rrier 
     resp

onsible
 for this

 load?
3. Who

 is direc
ting an

d contr
olling 

    the m
ovemen

t of this
 vehicle

?
4. Whe

re is th
e moto

r carrie
r’s 

    princ
ipal pla

ce of b
usiness

?
SHIPP

ING 
PAPE

RS pro
vide 

the nam
e of the

 motor 
carrier 

respon
sible fo

r the 
load, bu

t not th
e carrie

r's 
U.S. DO

T numb
er.�

DRIVE
R’S LO

G 
contain

s the na
me of 

the mo
tor carr

ier and
 

the city
 and St

ate for 
the car

rier’s p
rincipal

 
place o

f busin
ess.

LEASE
 

AGRE
EMEN

T  
identifi

es the n
ame 

of the l
essee a

nd 
their U

.S. DOT
 

numbe
r.

NOTE
: VEHI

CLE R
EGIST

RATIO
N 

Genera
lly good

 for ide
ntifying

 owner 
or regis

trant. 
CAREF

UL: Th
is may 

not be 
the res

ponsibl
e carrie

r! 
FMCS

A WEB
 SITE:

 http://
safer.f

mcsa.
dot.go

v/Com
panyS

napsh
ot.asp

x �
is an ex

cellent 
source

 for ver
ifying a

 motor 
carrier’

s U.S. D
OT num

ber, leg
al name

, 
“doing b

usiness
 as” nam

e, phys
ical add

ress, an
d phon

e numb
er.
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EXAM
PLE 1

: John 
Smith o

wns his
 own tru

ck trac
tor, ope

rating 
under J

ohn Sm
ith Truc

king. H
e contr

acts wi
th Whit

e Manu
facturin

g
to take

 one of
 its trail

ers load
ed with

 its goo
ds from

 New Y
ork to 

Los An
geles.

Who is
 the M

otor C
arrier:

A. John
 Smith?

B. Whi
te Man

ufactur
ing?

John S
mith is

 the m
otor c

arrier, 
becau

se he 
is the 

entity 
that ha

s 
agreed

 to car
ry this

 partic
ular lo

ad.

EXAM
PLE 2

: John 
Smith, 

driving 
his truc

k tracto
r, utilize

s a 
cargo b

roker, K
&S Tru

cking, t
o obtai

n good
s from 

Intermo
dal 

Inc. shi
pping c

ompan
y for hi

s return
 trip ba

ck to N
ew York

. 
Who is

 the M
otor C

arrier:
A. John

 Smith?
B. K&S

 Trucki
ng?

C. Inte
rmodal

 Inc.?
John S

mith is
 the m

otor ca
rrier, 

becau
se K&S

 transf
erred 

the
respon

sibility
 of the

 load t
o 

John S
mith.

EXAM
PLE 3

: John 
Smith, 

driving 
his truc

k tracto
r, lease

s his 
service

s to Po
lyester 

Chemic
al Com

pany. P
olyeste

r direct
s 

Smith t
o delive

r a sem
i-trailer

 
from N

ew York
 to St. L

ouis. 
Who is

 the M
otor C

arrier:
A. John

 Smith?
B. Poly

ester?
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The le
ase ag

reeme
nt betw

een 
Polyes

ter and
 Mr. Sm

ith ma
kes 

Polyes
ter the

 motor
 carrie

r 
respon

sible f
or the

 load.
ABC T

ruckin
g is th

e moto
r carri

er.
John S

mith is
 just a

 driver
 for

ABC T
ruckin

g.

Fe
de

ra
l M

ot
or

 C
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ri
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EXAM
PLE 4

: John 
Smith i

s drivin
g a trac

tor/sem
i-trailer

 
owned 

and op
erated 

by ABC
 Trucki

ng.
Who is

 the M
otor C

arrier:
A. John

 Smith?
B. ABC

 Trucki
ng?

EXAM
PLE 5

: John 
Smith i

s drivin
g a trac

tor own
ed by A

BC 
Truckin

g, whic
h has b

een lea
sed to X

YZ Tru
cking. X

YZ use
s the 

tractor
 to pull 

XYZ tra
ilers in 

its regu
lar ship

ping se
rvice.

Who is
 the M

otor C
arrier:

A. John
 Smith?

B. ABC
 Trucki

ng?
C. XYZ

 Trucki
ng?

In this
 case 

XYZ is
 the m

otor 
carrier

, beca
use XY

Z is di
recting

 
the ca

rrying 
of the 

load. 


